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Driver
Ted Christopher
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Ryan Preece

2 | Matt Hirschman 1,876
3| Todd Szegedy 1,788
4 | Chuck Hossfeld 1,756
5 | Ronnie Silk 1,720
6 | Eric Beers 1,711
7 | Mike Stefanik 1,666
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Rowan Pennink
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Practice: 1-2:30 p.m.
Time Trials: 4:30 p.m.
Heat Races: 5:30 p.m.

Bob Stapleton
(607) 857-4843 or
ncs5299998@aol.com

e Whelen Modified Tour Returns To Chemung
Home Tracks: Hanbury Tops Empire State In 2008

o Five Questions: Jamie Tomaino
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The last time the NWMT visited Chemung Speedrome was in 2001. (Phot

0: Howie Hodge/NASCAR).

Whelen Modified Tour Returns To Chemung

With just three races left in the 2008 NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour season, the series will head to
Chemung (N.Y.) Speedrome on Saturday, Oct. 4.

The Chemung 120 will mark just the second time
in the 24-year history of the NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour that the series has contested a race at
the .375-mile oval. Jerry Marquis reached Victory
Lane in the only previous race on Aug. 10, 2001.

There are six current NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour drivers that competed in the 2001 race at
Chemung in Jimmy Blewett, Wade Cole, Ed Flemke
Jr., Rick Fuller, Mike Stefanik and Jamie Tomaino.
Current part-time competitors Tony Ferrante Jr., Carl
and Charlie Pasteryak, Reggie Ruggiero and Rob
Summers also participated in that race.

Ruggiero was runner-up to Marquis and Summers
came home fourth in the 2001 race.

The race also marked the NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour debut for Jimmy Blewett. The younger
Blewett finished ninth in his maiden voyage driving the
No. 76 Modified.

“| remember there was one lap to go, | was

running 11th and L.W. Miller was 10th,” Blewett said.
“| passed him on the outside between Turns 3 and 4
and got a top 10 in my first race.”

Blewett has reached Victory Lane a number of
times at Chemung in SST and SK Modified cars and
is fond of the track and the type of racing that takes
place there.

“I love it,” Blewett said. “I's a beautiful place.”

Despite his past success at the track, Blewett
thinks fellow competitor Matt Hirschman is the
favorite heading into the race.

“The man to beat this week I think would be Matt
Hirschman,” Blewett said. “He’s been running there
the last couple years and has some good laps under
his belt at that track.”

Hirschman has made a steady climb up the
season points standings and now sits just 89 points
out of first place behind Ted Christopher.

Although he did not compete in the 2001 NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour race at Chemung, Eric Beers
also has significantly more experience at the track

(Continued on page 2)
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Active Champions To Be Recognized At Chemung

As part of the season-long celebration of 60
Years of Modified Champions, NASCAR will
recognize all of the past winners that are entered
in the Chemung 120 Saturday night.

The list of past NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour champions expected to enter the race
includes: Mike Stefanik, Todd Szegedy and
Jamie Tomaino.

Stefanik, the all-ime series leader for
championship wins (seven) and victories (68)
was originally honored at Stafford (Conn.) Motor
Speedway on May 23. The series champion in
2003, Szegedy was recognized at New

Hampshire Motor Speedway on Sept. 13. Jamie
Tomaino, the 1990 NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour titlist, was honored at Spencer Speedway
on July 12.

This Saturday at Chemung will mark the
the collective

only time this year that

accomplishments of each of the active
champions will be recognized at the same time.

Saturday will also see the recognition in
memoriam a trio of Maryland drivers from the
early days of the division.

Ken Marriott became the first driver from
Maryland to earn the NASCAR Modified division
championship in 1957 when he finished 546
points ahead of Ralph Smith.

Glen Guthrie captured the 1959 NASCAR
Modified crown by finishing 458 points ahead of
fellow Maryland native Johnny Roberts.

Roberts was able to earn a pair of NASCAR
Modified national championships in 1960 and
1961 and in the process became the first driver
to earn back-to-back titles. After he finished
second to Guthrie in 1959, Roberts outdistanced
Bobby Allison by 754 points in 1960 and 1,518
tallies ahead of Ed Flemke in 1961.

(Left to Right) NWMT champions Mike Stefanik, Todd Szegedy and Jamie Tomaino will be brought

together for joint recognition Saturday night at Chemung.

Whelen Modified Tour Returns To Chemung (cont.)

(Continued from page 1)

than many of his competitors. Beers has run at a
number of tracks in the area in other series and
garnered his first career win at Chemung in
August.

It is a very competitive race track,” Beers
said. “There are definitely two grooves through
Turns 3 and 4. It's a little tighter through Turns 1
and 2, but it's a two-groove race track and
provides a lot of side-by-side racing and a lot of
passing. | think for our series [NWMT] going
there, it’s going to be a great show.”

The Chemung 120 will be the third and final
“qualifying format” race in 2008. The format will
see time trials set the field for two 25-lap heat
races. The results of the twin 25s will then set the
field for the 120-lap main. Time trials are set for
4:30 p.m., immediately followed by the heat
races. The main is scheduled to start at
approximately 9 p.m.

Jerry Marquis reached Victory Lane in the first NWMT
race at Chemung in 2001.
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The Race ... The Chemung 120 will be the only
appearance for the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour at Chemung (N.Y.) Speedrome in 2008,
and just the second since the series began in
1985.

The Procedure ... Qualifying order will be
determined by reverse order of practice times
with the fastest car going last. Time trials will
determine starting positions for two 25-lap heat
races with fastest odd cars to compete in the
first heat and fastest even cars in the second.
The top 12 cars transfer from the first heat to
the main and will line up on the inside row while
the fastest 11 from the second heat will make
up the outside row. The final five positions for
the 28-car, 120-lap main will be determined
through the provisional process.

The Track ... Chemung is a .375-mile semi-
banked oval that reopened in 2000 after sitting
idle since 1978. The facility was originally
founded by the Bodine family as a dirt track in
1951.

Race Winners ... Jerry Marquis won the first
and only NWMT race at Chemung on Aug. 10,
2001.

Pole Winners ... Tony Hirschman was the Coors
Light Pole Award winner for the 2001 Chemung
150.

Most Popular Driver Voting
Time is running out for fans to vote for their
favorite NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour driver.
There are just three races remaining on the 2008
schedule and just more than three weeks left to
make your vote count. Fans can log on to
nascarhometracks.com and vote once daily from
now until Oct. 19. The top vote-getter from online
balloting will be named the 2008 NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour Most Popular Driver at the
series’ postseason banquet on Saturday, Dec. 13
at the Mohegan Sun Resort and Casino in
Uncasville, Conn.

Whelen Online Store

Fans are encouraged to visit the Whelen
Motorsports store online at whelen.com to get
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour gear. The
latest addition to the store are items that feature
the 60 Years of Modified Champions logo.
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Hanbury Tops Empire State Up Next: CARQUEST Fall Final - |
For NWAAS Title In 2008 The fourth and final trip to Stafford (Conn.) CﬂQUEST _,//‘_7'/ y

Motor Speedway in 2008 will take place on T

gy e seond year In 2 oW TOW | Sunday, Oct. 12. The CARQUEST Fall Fina, the W=/ / Al
anbury ' IS e emung  opeearome track’s traditional season-ending show, will see . \ ‘ ’ -

NASCAR Weekly Modified track champion. the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour go green at

OW’Z gores'dem Y°f _— 3pm. 23 seasons in the NASCAR Whelen Modified

Hanbury : regist.ere.d, 1ll//NASCAR Originally scheduled for Sept. 28 but | Tour, has yet to reach Victory Lane in 2008.

nine wins and 16 top HOIE TRALKS cancelled due to rain, the 150-lap race will be the The two-day show will feature practice and

fives in 17 starts in 15th of 16 dates on the 2008 NASCAR Whelen qualifying on Saturday with the race on Sunday.
Modified Tour schedule. In the first three trips for | The NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour will be

Chemung’s featured division of the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series. He finished with
a 1062-914 edge in season points against JR
Kent.

Hanbury also captured the Tour-Type
Modified championship at Spencer
Speedway—Chemung’s  sister track—in
Williamson, N.Y. At Spencer he recorded a
357-314 points advantage over Mark FiVG QUGStiOI’]S' Jamie Tomaino
Tychoniewicz. -

Hanbury also finished second in
Spencer's NASCAR Weekly Modified division,
just two points behind Buck Catalano.

All told, Hanbury registered 13 wins and
29 top 10s in 33 starts in 2008. As a result, he
will be crowned the NWAAS New York State
Champion. He finished 210 points ahead of
Catalano in the state standings, and came in

the series to Stafford this year, Ted Christopher, | joined at Stafford for the weekend by the
Chuck Hossfeld and Jimmy Blewett have NASCAR Camping World Series East.
registered victories. As part of NASCAR'’s celebration of 60 Years

Mike Stefanik captured the 2007 Fall Finalto | of Modified Champions, two-time (1964-65)
extend his series record for wins at Stafford to winner Bobby Allison will be honored in pre-
19. Stefanik, who has registered wins in 20 of his race ceremonies.

How did you get started racing? “A” cars, 10 “B” cars, 10 “C's,” 10 D’s” and
Wall (N.J.) Stadium was about five minutes from probably a couple “E's” back then. In the year
my house. My mom worked at a restaurant and 2008, there’s only “A” cars. There’s no such thing
the drivers used to go to that restaurant. She as a “‘B” car. Everybody’s got the same
brought me to Wall Stadium one day and | saw equipment, everybody runs on the same tire.

the cars going around and thought it was neat as

hell and | said “hey, that's what | want to do when Your son, Jamie Jr., has made a couple starts

28t in the NWAAS Top 500 national [ get older. ;r:zrzziré What's it like competing against
rankings. What has been the highlight of your racing | think it's neat. The Hirschman family has a good
career? rivalry going. To let my kid get in the race car, |

Of course it would have to be winning the think it's great, it's just that it cost so much
. championship in 1990. | was one of the few money to do two cars. | hope | can get him to
Season QL”Ck Recap drivers back in the 1970s and 1980s from the race a lot more next year.
o Last week's CARQUEST Fall Final at New Jersey area that got up and left Wall
Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway was rained Stadium to go race other tracks. Because | did
out and rescheduled for Oct. 11-12. that every week | was never able to stay at Wall
e Ted Christopher assumed the season Stadium long enough to win a championship, so
points lead for the first time at Mansfield (Ohio) the only championship I've won in my whole life
Motorsports Park when he captured the Whelen was the biggest one that you could ask for.
150. He also won the Tech-Net Spring Sizzler at
Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway and the New You’ve only missed four races in the history

Hampshire 100. of the NWMT. Is that something you take
e Jimmy Blewett, Chuck Hossfeld and pride in?

Ronnie Silk have won two races apiece in They make a big deal about Brett Favre. Yeah,
2008. I'm not a quarterback and | don't get hit every two

e Ryan Preece was credited with his first | seconds, but in my 34 years of racing I've
career NWMT victory in the most-recent race at |  crashed cars as good as anybody else has. I've
Martinsville (Va.) Speedway. been on fire on the highway with my truck and
e Matt Hirschman earned his first career trailer and was still able to make it to the race, so
NWMT victory at Spencer Speedway on July to me it seems like a big deal not to miss races.
12.
e Ed Flemke Jr. and Todd Szegedy have What is the biggest change you've seen in the
each recorded single victories in 2008, both at series since it began in 19857 '
Thompson. In 1985 there were groups of cars. You had 10 Jamie Tomaino has more starts than any driver in
the history of the NWMT.
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2008 NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour Special Awards Standings

COORS LIGHT POLE AWARD FEATHERLITE MOST IMPROVED SUNOCO ROOKIE OF THE RACE
Eric Beers 2 DRIVER AWARD
Ryan Preece 2 Ed Flemke Jr. 2 Tom Abele Jr. 4
James Civali , 1 Ronnie Silk 2 Glen Reen 4
Bobby Grigas Il [ =250 1 Eric Beers FEATHERLITE I Erick Rudolph 4
Chuck Hossfeld 1 Jimmy Blewett 1 Gary McDonald 1
Jan Leaty 1 Joe Hartmann 1
Ryan Newman 1 Ryan Preece 1
Bill Park 1 Glen Reen 1

Reggie Ruggiero 1

Todd Szegedy 1

Jamie Tomaino 1

WHELEN ENGINEERING WINNER OF | | POWERADE POWER MOVE OF THE RACE| | SUNOCO ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

THE RACE AWARD Mike Stefanik 3 POINTS STANDINGS

Ted Christopher 3 Tom Abele Jr. 1 Glen Reen 117

Jimmy Blewett 2 Wade Cole 1 Tom Abele Jr. 90

Chuck Hossfeld 2 Jeff Fuller 1 Erick Rudolph 48

Ronnie Silk wmbmﬂngmv 2 Ken Heagy 1 Gary McDonald 36

Matt Hirschman 1 Carl Pasteryak ! 1 Sean Patterson 17

Ed Flemke Jr. 1 Woody Pitkat  Liggeddd S LICEE 1

Ryan Preece 1 Ryan Preece 1

Todd Szegedy 1 Glen Reen 1

Reggie Ruggiero 1
Bobby Santos 1
A
For more information, contact:
. e Jason Cunningham, NASCAR Public Relations

2008 NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour Schedule / Results .
DATE RACE FACILITY 2008 POLESITTER 2008 RACE WINNER
April 6 Icebreaker Thompson (Conn.) International Speedway James Civali Ed Flemke Jr.
April 27 Tech-Net Spring Sizzler presented by Carquest Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway Ryan Preece Ted Christopher
May 23 TSI Harley-Davidson 150 Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway Chuck Hossfeld Chuck Hossfeld
June 19 New England Dodge Dealers 75 presented by Charter* |Thompson (Conn.) International Speedway Bobby Grigas Il Ronnie Silk
June 28 New England 100 New Hampshire Motor Speedway, Loudon, N.H. [None-rain Chuck Hossfeld
July 12 Mason Farms 100** Spencer Speedway, Williamson, N.Y. Jan Leaty Matt Hirschman
Aug. 2 Miller Lite 140** Riverhead (N.Y.) Raceway Bill Park Jimmy Blewett
Aug. 8 New England Dodge Dealers 150 Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway Eric Beers Jimmy Blewett
Aug. 14 New England Dodge Dealers 150 pres. by Budweiser |Thompson (Conn.) International Speedway None-rain Ronnie Silk
Aug. 23 Whelen 150 Mansfield (Ohio) Motorsports Park Eric Beers Ted Christopher
Sept. 7 Sunoco Modified Mania 150 Thompson (Conn.) International Speedway None-rain Todd Szegedy
Sept. 13 New Hampshire 100 New Hampshire Motor Speedway, Loudon, N.H. |Ryan Newman Ted Christopher
Sept. 20 Made in America Whelen 300 *** Martinsville (Va.) Speedway Ryan Preece Ryan Preece
DATE RACE FACILITY 2007 POLESITTER 2007 RACE WINNER
Oct. 4 Chemung 120** Chemung (N.Y.) Speedrome --- ---
Oct. 12 CARQUEST Fall Final Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway Eric Beers Mike Stefanik
Oct. 18 Xtra Mart World Series Thompson (Conn.) International Speedway Tony Ferrante, Jr. Bobby Santos
* Green Flag-Only Race ** Qualifying Format Race *** Combined Race With Whelen Southern Modified Tour
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